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HOW TO MAINTAIN PERSIAN CARPET

One of the most crucial factors in the beauty of the carpet is to maintain it clean. Pollution and dirt of it 
makes it unattractive and makes for further damage. 
It’s evidently that carpets with lighter basics and higher cuttings, such as ones that are on constant 
contamination and walking through them, require more cleaning. 
The best way for removing the dirt is simply with broom. Thou it takes more time and effort; it makes the 
carpet to last longer. 
Usage of vacuum cleaner with low speed, sometimes, also will not harm the carpet, but never use cleaners 
with rotating brushes, cause rotating brushes will tear up the wool fibers, and will make the knots to be 
torn. It’s good once in couple of weeks with vacuum cleaner to be cleaned the back side of the carpet. 
With such cleaning the dirt from the back of carpet will be removed. 
We would like you to pay attention to the fringes of the carpet, which are most accessible part for 
damaging, because of their gentleness, and we advise you to take good care of the fringes and endings of 
the carpet. 
At the end our recommendation is to avoid often beating of the carpet or rug (customs in some European 
Countries), like you beat your blanket, and not to hang it on your window or terrace. Hanging of 
handmade carpets will dispose it on rain or snow, and will contribute in fading (changing) the colors of the 
carpet as result to the exposure on the sun. 

Removing the moisture
Letting the moisture to stay in the carpet, it is the best damage to such. Moisture from washed carpet 
should be removed with sponge, towel or other fabric, and then shortly the carpet should be exposed to 
sun, or with hairdryer to be dried front and back side of the carpet, while with finger to massage the fiber 
on the place of the dried spot. 

Removing the stains
When the carpet is stained or dirt with colored substances such as, coffee, tea, syrup, oil, urine, or animal 
ordure, the first thing that needs to be done is to be removed from the carpet, after which should be 
eliminated the results from that with help of detergents such as soap, different washing powders, or with 
special absorbing means. It should be mentioned that each colored stain should be cleaned with specific 
means and in specific conditions. For example, for stains made from juice, milk coffee, chocolate, we use 
water and neutral soap or vinegar. If the stain is caused by oil or crude, first we should remove with spoon 
than over the stain we put white linen and with semi-hot iron to be ironed. This way the oil or crude which 
entered in the carpet will be absorbed on the linen. 
When, the colors, which are on white or beige basic made from wool or soft wool will be copied from any 
reason, the copied colors we can clean with chemical called hydrosulfite sodium, but it needs time and 
patience. The way to do that is – first we pour small amount of the chemical and solute it with bitter 
yogurt and hot water. After which with rough painting brush we treat the surface. We shall have in mind 
that the amount of hydrosulfite used in this solution depends on its freshness. We apply the solution until 
the moment we feel bad smell. To make the bad smell acceptable we can add baking soda in the solution. 
But if the amount of hydrosulfite exceeds the limit, the fibrous of the carpet will be damaged. For testing 
the efficiency, first we can test it on small surface on the carpet. If we gain acceptable results than we will 
continue to the whole area that is taken, in other words with gradual adding of hydrosulfite we will raise 
the force for removal of colors in the solution while we reach the satisfactory level. If, at the end the color 
is whiter than it should be than with piece of linen soaked in tea will go through surface while we do not 



2
receive the required coloring. After few hours you will clean the dried solution with rough brush, than 
with wet towel we clean the treated parts, or give the carpet to cleaning service. 

Washing the carpet
When the fibers of the carpet are sticky, and the floor looses the softness, or have dirts in it than its time to 
wash your carpet.  Usually it is needed in 2-3 years, depending on where the carpet was held and how 
often it was walked over it. The washing should be done by services that have knowledge and 
equipment for washing the Persian (Iranian) carpets. 
That we recommend to avoid damaging of the carpet, maintenance of the glow, beauty and long lasting f 
it. 
To gain all of that here are some tips that can be used: 

 While washing use only cold water. 
 As detergents to be used special means (shampoos) for washing hand made carpets. 
 For maintenance the softness use soft brushes (usually made of horse tail fibers) 
 For the glow of colors we recommend to add vinegar in detergent (2 spoons) 
 For drying the washed carpet use special means that allows the carpet to dries from both sides 

(front and back) 

Before washing we must test weather the carpet has constant colors, and we will do by like this, we 
take wet white towel, and massage over the carpet. If we notice traces of color on the carpet, that 
indicates that while washing the colors will be mixed, and that’s why it’s not recommended to be 
washed at home. 
Never soak the carpet in solution because the foundation is not liable to dirt, only the floor. 
It should be not exposed to the sun, it will fade the colors. Do not hang it or place on the grass. Also avoid 
permanent placing near the heating objects or surface under which there are steaming pipes, because the 
constant heat will contribute the natural oil of fiber to be dried, and the carpet will lost its glow.
Never place the carpet on its own place, it can rotten and fall apart. 
At the end we would like to stress you on several articles that are important for washing. 
Before washing the carpet we should remove all dirt from it (dust also). 
Never wash your small pieces of carpets in washing machine.
We do not bear consencuence for damaging the carpets as for non professional washing and usage of no 
adequate detergents.

Moth 
Moths can real damage the carpet. It is small butterfly with Latin name TINCOLA BISELLIELIA which 
can make more than 100 eggs in first 2-3 weeks from life. It can destroy more than 42 kilograms of wool 
after 4 generations. As protection, when you are out for long time in Iran people usually roll the carpet and 
put moth ball or camphor, this is old way but worthy for mentioning.     
Other conventional way is both side of the carpet to be sprayed with spray against moths. 
However, the advice for preventive of moths is possible if you live the windows open and doors as long as 
it can, so the air could circulate through the carpet. 
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Few things for maintenance the carpet 
Our recommendation for keeping the carpet is as follows:

 Do not expose the carpet on intensive, constant sun light. 
 Do not put on top of it pots, and if it become wet, clean it immediately from both sides. 
 Occasionally flip the side on which it has been walked on – then you’ll have even floor on both 

sides. 
 Avoid the carpet to lie under the door, because in time it can be wrinkled or damaged. 
 If it’s placed under the sliding floor (marble or linoleum), put as supplement a sponge, or PVC 

which will hold the carpet. You should have smaller dimension from the carpet.  
 Also we have to watch on the heavy trestle from the furniture. In such cases we recommend 

putting wood, linoleum or something else
 Having pets also can effect in damaging your carpet. We recommend control in their behavior, and 

if they urinate on the carpet it should be cleaned from both sides. 
 While maintaining the carpet we should watch more on the piles that are the sensitive part of the 

carpet and can be easily damaged. 
 As last recommendation is constantly to keep the carpet clean so it can show its beauty. 
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